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as seniors you are preparing to move on to the next step of your career. The graphic 
design profession is in a continual state of transition and it is critical that you are not only 
capable makers of things but also capable thinkers and articulate speakers about what 
you're doing and why.  Seminar is an opportunity to gain some perspective on who you 
are as a designer and how design activity fits into a larger current cultural context. It is 
your opportunity to read, listen, think, question and debate.  

you are required to keep a research notebook/journal in which to store copies of all read-
ings to be downloaded and printed from the class website. These hard copies will be used 
to record your thoughts, questions, underlines and responses as an "active" reader of the 
texts as well as observer of the videos we will show. as a research tool this journal is a 
record of how you process and integrate the topics for discussion.  Include in the journal 
any additional materials such as drawings, images, additional articles, websites, blogs, 
tweets …etc. We look forward to your bringing in new ideas and suggestions for addi-
tional readings and resources. 

Make sure you include all this material in your journal. your mid-term grade will be based 
on the quality of your engagement with class material as evidenced in the notebook that 
you hand in. It will be handed in again at the end of the semester to figure in the calcula-
tion of your final grade.

http://gdesseniorseminarfall2011.wordpress.com/

Each week for the first half of the semester, we will introduce a new topic for consider-
ation. On Wednesdays we will post assigned readings and assemble all three sections to 
view video and other media. On the following Monday we will break out into sections and 
discuss the assigned readings. Each week a selected group of students will be responsible 
for leading the discussion. all students are required to write a one page, typewritten sum-
mation of their thoughts on the readings, questions for discussion, and any other material 
you would like to share with the group. you may use the class website, or e-mail to send 
questions or materials in advance of class. your one page summation is due at the end of 
the class on Mondays. 

For the second half of the semester you will work in self-selected groups on a project of 
your own design on a topic from a list generated during a combined class brainstorm ses-
sion. This will be introduced on week 8.

   Expectations 

Class Website

Weeks 1-7
The Rhythm of the Class

Weeks 8-15
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Weekly Schedule

Monday, august 29
Course Into. Readings 1. 
Homework assignment: annotated bibliography. List ten books that have informed you as 
designer and artist. Write a brief statement (3-4 sentences) for each entry explaining the 
significance. Hard copy + post on Wordpress due Wednesday 9/7. Remember to place a 
copy in your notebook.

Wednesday, august 31
break out discussion about readings

Monday, September 5: Labor Day /No Class

Wednesday 9/7 biblio’s due and introduce Topic 1.
Topic: Originality. Pt. 1

Monday 9/12: break out session and discussion.

Wednesday 9/14
Topic 2: Originality. Pt. 2

Monday 9/19: break out session and discussion.

Wednesday 9/21
Topic 3: Things 

Monday 9/26: break out session and discussion.

Wednesday 9/28
Topic 4: Places

Monday 10/3: break out session and discussion.

Wednesday 10/5
Topic 5:  User-centered or design centered?  pt. 1

Monday 10/10: break out session and discussion.

Wednesday 10/12
Topic 6: User-centered or design centered?  pt. 2

Monday 10/17: Mia Rockel www.mmmiiiaaa.com

Wednesday 10/19: break out session and discussion.

 

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8


